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REFLECTIONS ON LIFE: WHO ARE HISTORY’S MOST-PRIVILEGED? 
 

            The dramatic question in this column’s title is completely open-ended both in universal 
scope and in criteria by which privilege is defined by various people. In other words, it is a no-
holds-barred inquiry to identify the world’s most-privileged. 
 
            Some may quickly join the discussion, observing that privileged sovereignty, privileged 
royalty, privileged military, privileged superathletes, privileged megarich, privileged entertainers 
and privileged celebrities thrown into one hopper of comparison are confusingly different 
operators with hardly a common criterion.  
 
            Allow me to point out, that with telling, overwhelming conviction that wipes out all the 
other optics and metrics, Jesus the Man stands alone and unchallenged. Of course, rationalists, 
agnostics and atheists could not care less who Jesus was, is or will be. Yet, Jesus lived in hypostatic 
union with the Word, the Second Person of the Holy Trinity, placing him in the most-privileged 
union of true God and true man.      
 
            All the following most-privileged designations must be understood only in those persons’ 
relationship to Jesus Christ. Mary, the Mother of Jesus and our adoptive Mother, stands 
preeminently behind and with Jesus in every way. What greater privilege could be granted 
anyone on earth than the privilege of being the human vehicle of the Word of God incarnated 
into our humanness and weakness? 
 
            At first puzzled by the unheard of, fairy tale-like events that were happening,  Joseph, the 
husband of Mary and foster father of Jesus, made a deep act of faith and accepted the 
unbelievable message of God’s angel about Mary. What a singular privilege was his to protect, 
house and feed the Holy Family!  
 
            John the Baptist, the cousin and forerunner of Jesus in his public life, stands as the fourth-
most privileged person in history. Jesus said of his cousin in Luke 7:28, “Of those born of women, 
there is none greater than John.” A mighty preacher, John’s witness against her bad marriage to 
Herod incurred his beheading by Herodias. Thus, John preceded his cousin Jesus in giving glory 
to the Father by his death.  
 
            Here, history takes a startling turn momentous in its symbol, reality, outreach and 
implications for minorities, the dismissed, the ignored, the oppressed and the hopeless. Dirty, 
sweaty and tired, Simon, a North African from Cyrene, coming in from the fields with his sons 
Alexander and Rufus, walked straight into eternal destiny. As already-savaged Jesus struggled to 
remain upright with his cross, the rough Roman soldiers must have said, “This wretch may not 
even survive to Calvary. But look at that farmer coming up. Come here, you black (racial epithet)!” 
Grabbing him and jerking him around, they added, “Take that cross and help this wretched man 



stay alive until we get to Calvary up ahead!” Terrified, Alexander and Rufus shrank back into the 
bloodthirsty crowd. 
            Simon felt disgraced by being handled thus before the raucous crowd. With the greatest 
reluctance, he nudged Jesus over and embraced his cross. Something happened then as he gazed 
into the moribund, compassionate eyes of Jesus. A surge of something he had never felt or 
experienced before came over him. Suddenly, he wanted to help Jesus in any way he could, 
despite the meanness of the Roman soldiers and the hatred of the crowd. The shame of his 
helping Jesus was gone! 
 
            Unbeknown to himself, Simon had been cast into the incredible, historic role of becoming 
the fifth-most privileged human being in all of history. What greater human task could there be 
than to relieve Jesus of his cross, if only temporarily? 
 
Just think about it. Jesus carried his cross with unsteady legs and failing body. The only other 
person to carry the cross of Jesus was a black African farmer who did it at first totally against his 
will, until the person, the presence of Jesus did to him what it was about to do to Dismas, the 
Good Thief, dying next to Jesus on the cross. 
 
            On numerous occasions, I have asked an audience, especially a black one, “Who was the 
fifth-most privileged person in history?” Stunned, they were almost as puzzled about who the 
four ahead of that person were. Most audiences are stuck until they are given a hint, eventually 
working down to the color of the person. Of course, that is the biggest shock. Hello, Black 
History/Black Catholic History Month! 
 
            All of us have our personal criteria for reckoning who, in our judgment, were the most-
privileged people in history. Some criteria are secular, concocted by worldly-minded people who 
have no serious interest beyond the things of the world. Ultimately, all criteria fall short unless 
they are based on the transcendent, eternal background of one Jesus Christ who was infinitely 
more than just a man. 
 
 
--  
"God is love, and all who abide in love abide in God and God in them."   (1 John 4:16) 
 


