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REFLECTIONS ON LIFE         THE GERMANS GOT DEATH CAMP MEMORIALS RIGHT 

            As some Americans try fatuously to take down and bury their past, we peer into Nazi-
smeared Germany and view what has become perhaps the most teachable moment in world 
history to date. So ugly, so grossly unthinkable that one’s impulse is to hide it all, World War II 
Nazi atrocities are now posted as History Lessons 101. 

From its rise to power in 1933, the Nazi regime built numerous detention facilities to 
imprison and eliminate so-called "enemies of the state." Most prisoners in the early camps were 
German Communists, Socialists, Social Democrats, Roma (Gypsies), Jehovah's Witnesses, 
homosexuals and persons accused of asocial or socially-deviant behavior. The facilities were 
called “concentration camps” because those imprisoned were squeezed together in a small area.  

After annexing Austria in March 1938, the Nazis arrested German and Austrian Jews, 
imprisoning them in the Dachau, Buchenwald and Sachsenhausen concentration camps located 
in Germany. The violent Kristallnacht ("Night of Broken Glass") pogrom in November 1938 
preceded mass arrests of adult male Jews who were incarcerated in camps for varying periods of 
time.  

To facilitate the "Final Solution" (total genocide of the Jews), the Nazis built  killing centers 
in Poland, the country with the largest Jewish population. The killing centers were designed for 
efficient mass murder. Chelmno, the first killing center, opened in December 1941. Jews and 
Roma were gassed in mobile gas vans there. In 1942, the Nazis opened the Belzec, Sobibor, and 
Treblinka killing centers.  

Since shooting Jews was slow and traumatized the riflemen, the Nazis built  chambers 
that used poisonous gas to kill Jews more efficiently and impersonally. At the Auschwitz camp, 
the Birkenau killing center had four gas chambers. During the height of deportations to the camp, 
up to 6,000 Jews were gassed there each day.  

In today’s hideous global environment, Germany has taken great measures to ensure that 
no one will ever forget the Holocaust. With telling efficiency, Holocaust memorials, museums and 
former concentration camps seek to educate the public and – praise God – honor the more than 
six million victims. All the listed memorial sites offer tours, exhibitions, documentary films and 
even original camp buildings and mass murder devices to fully examine every angle of the 
atrocities. No punches are pulled in portraying the sheer horror and terror.  

Architect Peter Eisenmann designed Berlin's Memorial to the Murdered Jews Of Europe. 
After a contentious competition to decide the winner, no one was really chosen, but Eisenmann's 
design eventually started taking shape. Laid out on a 4.7-acre site between Brandenburg Gate 
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and Potsdamer Platz, the centerpiece of the sculpture is the “Field of Stelae” with more than 
2,500 geometrically arranged concrete pillars that can disorient a person wandering through.  

The adjacent underground museum holds more personal touches such as the names of 
all known Jewish Holocaust victims and select stories of their journey. Just across the street in 
the Tiergarten is the small Memorial To Slain Homosexuals. 

Visitors to the memorial site at Dachau follow the "Path Of The Prisoner," walking the 
same way prisoners were forced to walk after their arrival in the camp. One can see the original 
prisoner baths, barracks, courtyards and the crematorium, as well as an extensive exhibition and 
various memorials. 

            As one strolls around German cities, it is easy to miss the subtle, bronze plaques placed 
within the sidewalk at the entrance of many residences, businesses and still empty spaces. 
Stolpersteine literally translates into "stumbling stones" and is a project by German artist Gunter 
Demnig. Stolpersteine commemorate victims of the Holocaust in cobblestone-sized bronze 
memorials marked with a name (or names of the family), date(s) of birth and a brief description 
of their fate. Usually, they state "Hier wohnte" (here lived), but sometimes it is the place where 
the person studied, worked or taught. The ending is usually the same, "ermordet" (murdered) 
with the infamous locations of Auschwitz, Dachau, etc.  

            Perhaps “The War To End All Wars” moniker of World War I is inching toward fulfillment 
in the German memorials of Nazi death camps. 

            By comparison, what some ideological folks in America are doing is flat out ludicrous, 
though destructive in effect. Most of those bent on destruction do not even know their U.S.A. 
history. Worse, they are squandering the golden opportunity of a never-ending teachable 
moment to set history aright in bronze legends around all our monuments of whatever kind. Our 
people will actually learn some history! 

            It is important to remember that, in some cases in the American Civil War, blood brothers 
were fighting against their own blood brothers. Instead of literally going on a tear to rip things 
down, we would do well to imitate the Germans by placing bronze “Stumbling Block” legends 
around all our historical places of major disagreement, mayhem and needless death. It is a 
variation of George Santayana’s sage observation, “Those who cannot remember the past are 
condemned to repeat it.” Though on a much smaller scale, the civil bloodletting continues to this 
day. 

 
 
--  
"God is love, and all who abide in love abide in God and God in them."   (1 John 4:16) 
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