
REFLECTIONS ON LIFE: CREOLES, THE INTERSECTION OF MANY PEOPLES 

        

    Growing up as little people, my siblings and I, as well as our relatives, friends and 
neighbors, sponged up everything around us, unaware that a Creole culture was the 
atmosphere and environment that we lived, breathed and ingested constantly. It was our 
father who spoke Cajun, the old French from Canada, and our mother who spoke Creole, the 
oft-fractured French so dear to all who are part of that culture. A many-splendored culture, 
it has purloined gems of all kinds from other cultures, in the process of creating its own 
distinctive jewels unlike any in the world. From rich goodness and talent in every walk of 
life, we are a flavorful gumbo appetizing to all. 
 

            With an incredible length and breadth, Creoles span all the color spectrum from deep 
ebony to dark chocolate to milk chocolate to teasing tan to the ambiguous ivory-complected 
to sepia to the reddish briqué to high yellow to white. Technically, black is not a color, for it 
is the absence of visible light. Neither is white a color, for it contains all the wavelengths of 
visible light. So what is this black/white fuss all about? In any case, most of us are of Afro-
Euro-Asian (First American) extraction – quite a bit in addition to what we usually call 
African American. 
 

            Seizing upon these broad-based commonalities, confessed Creole Georgina Dhillon 
from the Seychelles, who later moved to London, had a dream to unite the formidable 
concentrations of Creoles: Antillean Creole, spoken among 100,000 in Dominica, “The 
nature isle of the Caribbean”; Antillean Creole, among 100,000 in Grenada; Antillean Creole, 
among 422,496 in Guadeloupe; French Guiana Creole and Haitian Creole, among 157,277 
in French Guiana; Haitian Creole, among 7,000,000 in Haiti; Antillean Creole, among 
381,441 in Martinique; Mauritian Creole, among 1,100,000 in Mauritius; Réunion Creole, 
among 707,758 in Réunion; Antillean Creole, among 150,000 in St. Lucia; Antillean Creole, 
among 56,000 in St. Thomas; Seychelles Creole, among 70,000 in Seychelles; Antillean 
Creole, among 1,300,000 in Trinidad; a few Creole dialects, among 4,000,000 in Acadia, New 
Orleans, New Roads/False River and Cane River in Louisiana; Creole, among some 
thousands in several pockets of Creoles along the Mississippi-Alabama-Florida Gulf Coast, 
and a Miami Little Haiti neighborhood.   
 

            From all this, it is not surprising why we can say that, beyond all other ethnic groups, 
Creoles are the main intersection for the numerous families of peoples around the globe – a 
phenomenon that we see unfolding before our very eyes. 
 

After many painstaking, birthing months of research, imagination and trial and error, 
Georgina is enjoying the initial fruits of all her efforts through her Kreol International, a 
magazine that she created, edits and publishes. In advertisement and celebration of this 
magazine, Georgina organized a magazine signing that took place on April 20 in Scott, 
Louisiana, “The Boudin Capital of the World.” Only 5.1 miles west of Lafayette, Scott had held 
its annual Boudin Festival two weeks before.  

 



            For the magazine signing, we convened in a large meeting area set back to the south 
and 100 feet distant from Don’s Specialty Meats. A sizable building with a couple of large TV 
screens and a dozen or so round tables with seats, it was wide open, courtesy of cool, pleasant 
weather. On a long table, Georgina had several issues of her Kreol International Magazine, 
featuring Scott’s Mayor Purvis Morrison and his wife Mary, Professor Aaron Harris, the Vallot 
Family story, beauty queen Jackie Marks and Jean Faure. Pens were laid at the ready for 
magazine signings. 
 

            Eventually, it was time to move to the C’est Bon meeting room adjacent to the main 
section of the store. With chairs and tables accommodating some sixty of us, a program was 
kicked off with a welcome by MC Jerrod Guillory, a professional comedian. Remarks and a 
blessing by Yours Truly preceded words from host Georgina Dhillon who gave the historical 
background of Kreol International. With a video presentation in the background, Mayor 
Purvis Morrison spoke of some of his favorite things about Scott and Kreol International. 
Professor Aaron Harris quickly made us appreciate how one could rise from a plantation to 
being a distinguished professor. Donny Vallot represented his family well. Likewise, Joseph 
“T-Jo” Sigue did the Jeanerette Mardi Grass Crew proud. Beauty queens Melissa Anderson 
and Jackie Marks got everybody’s attention. Dr. Marcus Jones, Vice President of 
Northwestern State University, Natchitoches, made strong connections between his 
university and the mission of Kreol International. We can all improve our lives with the 
magazine’s main thrust: “Separated by water but united by culture.” 
 
--  
"God is love, and all who abide in love abide in God and God in them."   (1 John 4:16) 

 


