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"Bishop Deshotel, and the faith community of Holy Ghost gathered here today
and all those who join us through live streaming", I am honored to be here with
you today to celebrate the hundredth anniversary of Holy Ghost Catholic
Church but I have to admit I was quite surprised when 'oFr. Lambert asked me
over a year ago to give the homily at this great celebration,I truly feel unworthy
to do so.

Many celebrations that were planned for this year have been curtailed or
canceled due to the Global pandemic caused by COVID-l9.

And although the original plans for this celebration-this duy have been
reshaped, still we must celebrate because God has done something wonderful
and great here in Opelousas. God has made a way out of no way; he has steered
us through the storms of life. He has not only allowed us to survive but thrive
through faith and we must give him praise, we must give him thanks and we
must call on him to continue to guide us and strengthen us. We have come this
far by Faith and it is faith that will lead us, guide us and shape us and all around
us through the power and influence of the Holy Spirit working through us.

The readings for today remind us that nothing is beyond the power of God,
nothing-no one is beyond the influence of God's incredible love and the power
of the Holy Spirit.

In the first reading today, King Cyrus is remipded along with all of us the even
he was subject to the power and influence of God. God used him to protect his
people. He is reminded that there is only one God and all are subject to his
power, all were created by his love and to share that love with others.

Caesar also is used to remind us to reflect that atl belongs to the Lord, all is
subject to his grace, all are invited to participate in the kingdom.

We are truly grateful for the ways the Lord has watched over this community
of faith over the last 100 years. Oh, thank God for all those who were and are
willing to listen to his call, all those who were willing to come to the aid of the
community, and all within this community willing to listen to the invitation of

God's grace-to submit themselves to the influence of the Holy Spirit and
allowed it to guide them. We began the year by being reminded that we are
rooted in the word, the Divine Word, the one who strengthens us and guides uswho calls us into a covenant relationship with him. He is our God and we are
his people, he is our shelter and strength, we are called to proclaim this message
of God's love in every way that we can with every fiber of our being and in
doing so, shelter and strengthen each other from the evils that sometimes

surround us.

We thank God for all the vessels of goodness and grace that he has sent into
our lives, all that great cloud of witnesses that holds us up today and has held
us up in the past. We pray that we may follow where they have led us to this
day and beyond. They were able to lead because they followed the one true
Savior, they were able to lead because they gave themselves over to him and
allowed him to shape them and remold them according to his will.

We thank God for the Holy Family sisters and the witness that they have given
and continue to give-to the local community and beyond, their selfless
abandonment to the will of God and their willingness to do whatever was
necessary to help others understand God's incredible love and be freed by that
Iove.

We thank God for Fr. Heyman and the Holy Ghost or spiritan community and
their care and pastoring of this community. We are especially grateful for the
leadership and guidance of Fr. Albert McKnight, for his fierce devotion to this
community and determination to help all those who were in need. We stand in
the shadow of the beautiful artwork that adorrfs this church housdof faith. This
artwork was made possible through the determination of "Fr. McKnight. Fr.
McKnight built up this communify interiorly and exteriorly through the power
of God's grace. We thank God for the guidance of the Spirit of God in the lives
of all the vesset of his grace who have made up this community and continue to
do so. This was done and is done through surrendering to God's will through
allowing him to guide us through the storms of life. We have been influenced
by the Spirit to proclaim Gods justice for all and all that entails to proclaim
Gods love, mercy, and charity to all as well.

Today is World Mission Sunday, where we proclaim Gods love to be shared
with all the ends of the earth, no one is beyond this life that God offers us, no
one beyond the mercy of God.

This community has tried in whatever way it could to participate in that
mission through helping those in need through Holy Trinity Villa, Southern
Development Foundation through radio and even television. Through joining
Fr. McKnight in his mission to Haiti, through participating with the Holy
Family sisters in their ministry through the early associate program, feeding
the poor and joining in the various ministries and services of the Diocese of
Lafayette. This communify has also joined with the Divine Word Missionaries
in our lay Associates program. As a member of the Divine Word Missionaries
I would tike to express that we are truly grateful that the Lord has brought us
into your life and you into our life. We thank you for welcoming us into this
community and helping us become part of your family and are huppy to join
with the Hoty Family sisters and the spiritan or Holy Ghost priests and brothers
in their legacy of ministry here at Holy Ghost.

But today is not merely about the past or even merely the present, it is about
the never-ending love of God that we are called to proclaim at all times and in
all ways. We celebrate how it has been and is proclaimed and commit ourselves
to proclaiming it with every fiber of our being in the future as well. God indeed
has not brought us this far to leave us. We call on the Holy Spirit to dwell in us,
to fall fresh on us, to guide us, to influence us through the power of Gods
sacrificial love so that we ma be instruments of His mercy' His charity' His life
and His justice in the future.

When I prayed over the second reading todqy, I felt as though it was written
for this very occasion, meant to encourage us, to strengthen us, to revive us as
a community of faith.

I'd like to use it a closing prayer of sorts/please listen closely and think of it
directed to guide us as we celebrate 100 years, as we celebrate World Mission
Sunday together and as we recommit ourselves for the future:

In God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: grace to you and peace.
We give thanks to God always for all of you, remembering you in our

prayers, unceasingly calling to mind your work of faith and labor of
love and endurance in hope of our Lord Jesus Christ, before our God
and Father, knowing, brothers and sisters loved by God, how you
were chosen. For our gospel did not come to you in word alone, but
also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with much conviction. Amen.

